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HORNSBY MUSICAL SOCIETY INC

Orientation and Information sheet 
The
   Wizard
                   of Oz
By L. Frank Baum 
Adapted by Frank Gabrielson
With Music and Lyrics of the MGM motion pictures score by Harold Arlen and E. Y. Harburg
Background Music by Herbert Stothart
Directed by Alan D. Duncan, Musical Director Steven Kreamer
Choregraphed by ???
March 2011 @ HORNSBY RSL
SHOW DATES:
Friday 25th March – Saturday 2nd April

Bump-in Sunday 20th March, Bump-out Sunday 3rd April
ORIENTATION:

Tuesday September 7th 2010, 7.30pm @ Normanhust Guide Hall, 
Kenley Park, Dartford Road, Normanhurst
PLEASE ATTEND. KEY INFORMATION RELATING TO THE AUDITION PROCESS AND PRODUCTION PLANS WILL BE GIVEN AT ORIENTATION.

AUDITION DATES:

Tuesday 21st September & Thursday 23rd September @ Normanhust Guide Hall, Kenley Park, Dartford Road
Recall workshop on Tuesday 28th September
REHEARSAL DATES:
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 12th October 2010 from 7.30pm
OTHER DATES & REQUIREMENTS:

TBC – Publicity Days & Fundraisers
  A BRIEF SYNOPSIS:
The Wizard of Oz is a classic musical based on L. Frank Baum’s much-loved fairy tale. The Royal Shakespeare Company stage production closely follows the familiar 1939 MGM film version starring Judy Garland, XXX, Frank Haley and Bert Lahr. Featuring classic songs such as “Ding Dong The Witch is Dead”, “If I Only Had A Brain”, “We’re Off To See The Wizard” and “Over The Rainbow”, WoZ is a fable that portrays what the human spirit can  achieve when blessed with friendship, self-discovery, and hope.
And then HMS got their hands on it…

Our production will of course stay true to the core spirit and values that has made WoZ such an iconic part of our consciousness. However, we will also be making bold updates to the presentation of the show to give it vibrancy, impact and relevance for 21st Century audiences. The central vision for HMS’s WoZ is to turn Dorothy’s journey through Oz into a 1970’s Glam Rock show, while the fantastic, dream-like Utopian/Dystopian nature of the Land of Oz will be presented through the use of multi-media imagery. Acting and music will be seamlessly integrated into the performance and we hope to enhance the presentation of WoZ as a “rock opera” by having the cast performing their own musical accompaniment!
For more a more detailed synopsis http://www.guidetomusicaltheatre.com/shows_w/wizardoz_rsc.htm
AUDITION REQUIREMENTS:

Auditions will be open but please advise at the orientation evening whether you will be attending on the 21st or 23rd September. On each night, we will have a round-table read-through of the script, with everyone being given opportunity to read.
Those wishing to be considered for lead roles, secondary lead roles, or bit parts should also be prepared to give a singing audition and auditionees should prepare a verse and chorus of a 1970’s pop/rock song (and if you can accompany yourself on keyboard or guitar, all the better!). All who wish to sing will have the opportunity to do so.
Following the first round of auditions, we will hold a recall workshop on Tuesday 28th September for those in contention for principal roles. The workshop will allow recalled performers to explore the show in more depth, giving the production team the opportunity to assess the overall interaction and balance of the cast.
Also, note that as we intend to have the on-stage cast also playing the music for the show, please advise if you are able to play and musical instruments as this will have a bearing on our ability to cast the production.

For further details, please ring Alan Duncan (Director) on 0450 692 344.

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS:
	Who?
	Played by
	Style
	Musical influences

	Dorothy
	Neighbours-era Kylie Minogue
	Sweet & innocent but a bit feisty, she’s a tween blossoming into her maidenhood and doesn’t yet know it. Kisses behind the bike sheds might be a remote possibility, but no tongues. Those kinds of thoughts are wrong, wrong, wrong so just put them right out of your head, grandad…
	Olivia Newton-John, Sheena Easton before she met Prince. 

	Toto
	Marcel Marceau
	Non-singing, non-speaking. Dances like the King of Pop, tugs at your heart-strings like Charlie Chaplin, makes you laugh like Buster Keaton. 
	Tommy by “The Who”, Hellen Keller

	Scarecrow
	Robert Smith out of The Cure, or Adam Ant
	Screwed-up and quirky, but somehow likeable. Edward Scissorhands younger, hotter brother. Emo before Emo actually existed. But chatty with it. Your mum will want to take him home and mother him, your sister will want to take him home and bed him (and so will your gay brother).
	T-Rex, Adam and The Ants, Echo and the Bunnymen

	Tin Man
	Ziggy Stardust-era Bowie
	Melancholy, ethereal, and androgenously sexy. Punk before Punk got angry. Boy or girl, you hope that he might just give you  the night of your life, but in all honesty he’s a being of light and energy and waaaaaaay beyond mere pleasures of the flesh. Plus he’s made of metal and has no heart.
	The Sweet, Mott the Hoople

	Cowardly Lion
	Meat Loaf, or Ricky Gervais
	All overblown melodrama, pomp rock and high camp, and a little bit crap. Takes himself far too seriously and thinks he’s dead sexy but actually he’s just a little bit podgy and slightly sweaty, almost certainly with limp and moist, clammy hands. All his mis-directed bravado is a mask to hide the fact that he actually hates himself. Dreams of being a rock star and sings in the mirror into a hairbrush, but cries himself to sleep at nights. Probably was the kid at school most likely to be made to stand in the bins at playtime. If he’s lucky, you’ll befriend him out of pity.
	Slade, Queen, Leo Sayer

	Good witch of the North
	Dusty Springfield, or Doris Day
	Big, big hair. Huge. All pastel-colours, off-whites and just a hint of sparkles. Pure beauty and all woman but she’s so squeaky-clean that you wouldn’t even dream of breaking the spell by thinking of her in that way – just don’t you dare!
	Petula Clark, Sandy Shaw

	Wicked Witch of the West
	Elvira, Morticia Addams
	Hot. No I mean it, really smokin’ hot, and dangerous with it. Gothic-fantasy slutty looking with basques, corsets, whips, leather, thigh-high FMB’s, the works. Legs up to here, and boobs out to there. Lips like cherries preserved in rare Cognac, hair like spun midnight. But if you went there, you’d get so burned that you’ll never recover and end up weeping in the gutter. Probably keeps a pet raven that shouts “Nevermore!” at you. Oh yeah, and she hates you. She hates everybody. Except herself. Self-love is so empty, don’t you think?
	The Damned, Suzi Sioux

	The Munchkins
	Billy Connolly, Andy Stewart, Frankie Boyle
	See you?! See me?! Gie’s a drink, by the way. The bastard offspring of Little Jimmy Krankie in a one-night stand with The Three Stooges, they make the Wiggles look like high art. All tartans and shortbread tins, they ride giant bagpipes and dress like your dad just raided the”Tastes of Scotland” fancy-dress box. Couldn’t organise a piss-up in a brewery but make you want to participate in one, ya bas.
	The Bay City Rollers, Marmalade, The Proclaimers

	The Wizard
	Roy Wood from Wizzard
	Weird, larger than life and a bit intimidating but fun, once you get to know him. Hair is rainbow colour au choix, ma-hoosive specs colourful clothes & little coloured-glass specs. Frizzy beard, hair & ‘tache optional. The uncle you wish you had.
	Wizzard. Elton John, Kiss


